RELATIONSHIPS
TRUST
“Cursed is the man who trusts in man, who makes flesh his arm, and whose heart turns away from the Lord--.  Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord--.” (Jer.17:5-8)

Trust is surely one of the most precious things we can give to anyone.  Yet many of us seem to have no real idea of its value, or of what’s involved in giving it.  Yet there's no relationship, either natural or spiritual, which does not require this vital ingredient to be at its core, if it's to be successful.

Its amazing how little appreciation or understanding there is of this wonderful gift, which we can all give so freely, when we choose. It's also amazing how foolishly and recklessly we can throw it away, at times.
It's been such a wonderful thing for Terri and me to come to know this complete trust in each other. Mind you, we stumbled around in the dark for many years, like so many others, controlled more by our feelings and fears, than by anything else. Finally, by the grace of our God alone, we began to see that the thing we each most craved from the other, was this absolute, complete trust. We saw very clearly that it had to cover every area of our lives, with no exceptions.
That realisation brought with it a shock. We came to understand that to receive this unconditional trust, we first had to be prepared to give it. We had to let go of the fear of rejection, and the doubts about our own, and the other’s ability to carry this through, without failing.
I know that I, and I believe Terri also, realised that, of ourselves, there was a very good chance of failure, but this was where our God came into the picture. His Word saying, he would never fail or forsake us (Heb.l3:5), and that we could do all things through Christ who strengthens us (Phil.4:1), motivated us to go after, and to do, what was impossible for us on our own.

We realised if we trusted in our own strength, not only would we fail, but we'd likely bring God's jealous anger on us, and even a curse, if we persisted on that line. We also realised that the Spirit of God, speaking through Jeremiah, hadn't said 'Cursed is the one who trusts in evil man', but rather, in any man. (Jer.l7:5)
Through this we came to understand, to a much greater degree, what the same Spirit was saying through Solomon when he caused him to write, "Trust in the Lord with all of your heart, and don't rely, lean on, or find support in, your own understanding". (Pro.3:5)
If I couldn't rely on my own understanding, if Terri couldn't rely on hers, if the pastor of the church group we happened to attend couldn't rely on his understanding, if Solomon, David, Paul, John, James, and so on, couldn't rely on their understanding either, then, not only was it wrong, and very foolish of me to rely on my own understanding, it was equally wrong and foolish of me to rely on anyone else's. And of course for me to ask anyone to rely on, or put his or her trust in my understanding, was absolutely out of the question.
But I praise God that neither I nor anyone else need do any such thing. Our great God gives his Spirit freely to those who put their entire faith, trust, hope and confidence for the past, the present, the future, and for all eternity, in what he has said and done in Jesus Christ, his eternal, unchanging Word to mankind. (Heb.l:1-2 & 13:8)
The same Spirit bears witness with our spirit, our new nature, that we are indeed, right now, by virtue of that faith - that trust - sons of the living God. (Rom.8:14-17, 1Jh.3:2-3)
If we truly have the Spirit of God - the Spirit of Christ (Rom.8:4) - dwelling in us, and if we are led by that Spirit (Rom.8:14), which of course implies us following him, then we will experience every day, in every way, the intimacy of an infinitely loving Father/child relationship.
But without the response of complete openness and intimacy on our part, it's very doubtful that we have ever experienced the profound depth of truth contained in the words of Jesus when he said, "If anyone's will is to do God's will, he'll know whether the teaching is from God, or if I'm speaking of my own authority." (Jh.7:17)  Of course, if we allow such a closed attitude to continue in us, it's extremely unlikely we'll ever experience those depths.
And it almost goes without saying that the words of Jesus in Jh.lO:3-6 & 27-30, will have very little, if any, personal meaning for us; those words being that, "the sheep hear his (the shepherd's) voice, and he calls his own by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own he goes before them and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they don't know (or recognise as wrong) the voice of strangers."
So, trust in the Lord with all, not just part, of your heart. Never rely on your own, or anyone else's of things or events, especially in regard to the Word. Follow him faithfully, listening continually for his voice, the voice of his Spirit within you. Rest assured, you will not go astray, or be misled.
But even if we do weaken and wander off the path sometimes, as long as it's still our will do God's will, "we'll hear a voice behind us saying, 'This is the way, walk in it', whenever we turn to the right or the left". (Is.30:21)
Whenever we hear that voice behind us, we'll know we have wandered, because if we're walking with, and being led by, the Spirit, that voice will always be ahead of us, warning us of coming dangers. This is what's being shown to us in the Word when Joshua said to the people of Israel, "When you see the ark, (which symbolized God's presence with them (lSam.4:22, Ex.33:16), follow it, that you may know the way you should go, for you have not passed this way before." (Josh.3:3-4)
As the Lord, who is the Spirit (2Cor.3:17), made it clear to me, this turning around to the voice behind me, simply means going back to where I've gotten off the track, because forgiveness of sin always involves confessing, or acknowledging, my guilt (1Jh.l:9, Ps.32:3-5), i.e., going back to the point of error, going back to where the Lord is waiting for me, and again following him as he begins to move forward along the path he wants me to take, the best path for me.
This is something which he cannot do until I'm behind him, allowing him, by his Spirit, to lead, and to mark out the way that I should go. (Jh.l6:13)
Much of this may seem to be a small thing, but to a heart, which has truly loved, even on the natural level, there is the sure knowledge that it's often the small things, which are the most important, and the most easily missed.
No human heart has ever come close to the kind of love God has shown in loading the guilt, the rottenness, the filth of the human race on his only begotten, beloved Son, so that all who believe what he's done, can go free.
No mind has ever come close to understanding the offer, also a gift, of new, eternal life in, and with Christ.
So it's not difficult to see, that after paying such an unimaginably great price - one which we could never have paid, and continued to live (Ps.49:7-9) - even the smallest deviation - the smallest to man's way of thinking that is - the smallest lack of trust, is so very grievous to our God.
Trust is such a precious thing, and yet we sometimes, maybe even often, give it without regard for its value. Some put it in their own abilities, real or imagined; some, in their doctor; some, in their pastor or minister. Some put it in their possessions or their business; others in politicians. Yet every one of these has, or will, let us down somewhere along the line.
These people are, after all, no different to you and I, and would you be prepared to say that you haven't failed others in the past? I certainly wouldn't be prepared to say that of myself. In fact I know I've failed others many times.
Yet, in our lives here, we must trust others somewhere along the line, even though we know that occasionally they'll fail us, and we them. Without trust we can have no real relationship with anyone.
In marriage, we're doomed to failure if we don't give it freely. But in all areas, we, as mere human beings, can hope for nothing much better than taking a calculated risk that the other won’t let us down, or that we ourselves won't fail.
However, if we give our trust when there's no reasonable chance of it being valued and honored, surely we're being very foolish. Yet so often, in all kinds of relationships, we seem to do just that.
The really frightening thing about all of this is that the only being, Almighty God himself, who can guarantee his position on trust, and does that in writing when he says, "I will never fall you nor forsake you" (Heb.l3;5), seems to be the one least trusted by so many of us.
Often, the leaders in this lack of trust in God would seem to be those who claim to be his people. Why is this I wonder?
Surely, those of us who have come to know, not just believe, that we have been saved from so much by Jesus' death, through believing and trusting him that this is so - surely we must be willing, very willing to put everything in his hands.
And not only our lives, but our work, our play, all our relationships, our hopes, our dreams, our bearing fruit for him, our love for one another, our love for him, our fears, our joys, our sorrows, our failures, our successes, our highs, our lows; everything, the whole 100% of our lives; natural, as well as spiritual.
It's only then we can honestly say, "I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. The life I now live in this body of flesh, I live by faith (trust) in the Son (Word) of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." (Gal.2:20)
And again, "I have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that I may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that I may bear fruit for God.” (Rom.7:4)
This complete trust must surely be at the core of my existence, and is, without doubt, the only thing that can truly bring peace to my deepest heart.
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